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at the request, and for the satisfaction, as was then
generally believed, of the Countess of Denbigh, the
only sister of the Duke, and then supposed to be un-
settled in the religion here established, if not warping
from it. A book which had In it much good matter,
but not well pleasing in the form."

The reputation of Peter Heylin for accuracy is
markedly indifferent, and his statement that the book
was written, or rather compiled, for the benefit of
the Countess of Denbigh Is entirely contrary to fact.
Cosin himself told the story of Its origin to John Evelyn,
some twenty years later, as will be shown presently.
But Heylin, although he may have been ignorant of the
reason for its appearance, knows all about the contro-
versy which the book aroused. He continues, "the
book was approved by Mountain, then Bishop of
London, and by him licensed for the press, with the
subscription of his own hand to it. Which notwith-
standing, it startled many at first, who, otherwise very
moderate and sober men, looked upon it as a prepara-
tory to usher in the superstitions of the Church of
Rome. The title gave offence to some by reason of
the correspondence it held with the Popish Horaries;
but the frontispiece a great deal more, on the top
whereof was found the name of Jesus figured in three
capitals (I. H: S.) with a cross upon them encircled
with the sun, supported by two angels, with two
devout women praying towards it." His description
of the title page Is very accurate, and looking at the
quaint and pretty little frontispiece to-day it is hardly
possible to avoid a feeling of contempt for the bitter-